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from CongressmanRob Simmons

E
May,the House passedlegWation

to prevent Americans from paying
ore taxes next ye;sr due to the

Allerrntive MinImum Tax. fl.1\.4227,
the "Mjddle--Cla.~ Alternative
Minimwn TiD: Relief Act of 2004,"
passed the HOU5e,333 to 89. I was
proud tD spol15Orthi~ bill.

The AMf became law in 1969 to pre-
vent lligh-income tv-payers flom
using deductions to a\'.oid paying
taxes. In 1993, the AMf was [(USedbut
it was Ilot ind&ed for infuItion. As a

result, an increasln.g number of mid-

dJe--inoome tAxpayers were li:m.'"t'Oto
par the AMf:

lax reliefsignedinto law in 200]
reduced Lllcome t1Y. rates aQO~~thE-

board and it also incrrnse1 ilH:Af."IT
exemption aIDmmts to ellii11rethat
woOOrigtunilies receivedthe full ben-
efit of tax relief. However, tho~t
exemptions apire at the end of 2004
H.1t 4227extEndsAMTrelief,adjustt'd
fur inflation, through 2005,Under the
bill, the 2005 exemption amowl\:';
would be $SB,9S0 101married COUp!ff
and $4D,900 for single i.ndhidual5.

Dr ket'pmgtaxes low we enijble
worlctngfamiliESand individualsto
keep more of their OWl!pt.ycheck,
allowingthem to in\'est. save and
~l:Tld ~ they S€e fit. That's good eco-
Ilomic policy,


